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	[bookmark: _GoBack]By the end of the unit children can:
· describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system
· describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth
· describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies
· use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky
Summary Statement
An introduction to the scale of the Solar System and Earth's place in the universe. Investigate the relationship between the Earth and the other planets in our Solar System and explores the Earth's rotation around the Sun, and the Moon's rotation around the Earth. Learn how the relationship between the Earth, Sun and Moon causes day and night on Earth and the phases of the Moon. Develop an understanding of the Earth in relation to the Solar System and to introduce the other planets and celestial bodies that make up the Solar System.
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The Solar System


	Key Vocabulary

	Spelling
	Definition

	Earth
	The planet on which we live; the world.
The earth is the third planet from the sun in the solar system, orbiting between Venus and Mars. It has one moon. 

	Sun
	The star at the centre of our Solar System.

	Moon
	The natural satellite of the earth. We can see it, because it is reflected light from the sun. The moon has a series of phases. 

	Spherical
	Shaped like a sphere.

	Solar System
	A series of planets which orbit a star.

	Rotate
	To turn around a centre point, or axis, like a wheel.

	Orbit
	The path followed by an object in space as it goes around another object; to travel around another object in a single path.

	Planet
	A celestial body that orbits a star, is round and has cleared smaller objects away from its orbit.


	Key Knowledge

	· The Sun is a star and it is at the centre of our solar system. 
· There are 8 planets.
· These travel around the Sun in fixed orbits. 
· Earth takes 365¼ days to complete its orbit around the Sun.
· The Earth rotates (spins) on its axis every 24 hours. 
· As Earth rotates half faces the Sun (here it is day) and half is facing away from the Sun (night). 
· As the Earth rotates the Sun appears to move across the sky. 
· The Moon orbits the Earth and takes about 29.5 days to complete its orbit. 
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