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Spelling Policy
Rationale
At St. Thomas of Canterbury RC Primary School, we commit to enabling every child to learn to speak well and to read and write with understanding and flair. Furthermore, we firmly believe in preparing our children for the real world in which they will enter after their primary education. To meet both of these commitments, we believe that it is vital to teach children, by providing them with a range of strategies, how to spell accurately. Confident and precise spellers are able to communicate through their writing and are also willing to take risks, particularly by independently experimenting with ambitious vocabulary. Thus this allows them to build up a rich bank of language. In turn this encourages children to become fluent communicators whilst also enabling them make sense of the world around them.  
Aims and Objectives
At St. Thomas of Canterbury, we deliver the spelling curriculum showing a clear progression in learning and a consistent approach to teaching. This ensures that our children develop confidence, accuracy and independence when spelling.  We do this by:

· Encouraging our pupils to use their phonic skills effectively to segment phonemes when spelling. 

· Developing and teaching the children to use a range of other effective spelling strategies. 

· Encouraging children to find patterns in words and spelling. 

· Studying word origins and meanings. 

· Providing children with a range of age appropriate and language specific, dictionaries and electronic spell checkers. 

· Identifying and sharing class WOW words, which enable children to learn new, ambitious vocabulary.  

· Providing opportunities for children to use and apply new language in their written work. 

· Providing opportunities for children to write, edit and proof read independently. 

· Promoting a positive attitude towards spelling, whilst highlighting the importance of this life-long skill. 

Teaching and Learning 

Spelling is taught as part of a planned programme, following the requirements of the new National Curriculum 2014. 

Key Stage 1:

Specific phonic sessions following the Letters and Sounds programme are taught at daily in EYFS and KS1. These lessons are tailored towards the children’s needs as the children are split into their specific phases. The teaching and learning of phonics and the correspondence between letters and their sounds underpins all of the spelling strategies taught across the school. Alongside this programme, we endeavour to teach the children a range of spelling strategies in order to appeal to a variety of learning styles.

According to the 2104 National Curriculum, it is expected that by the end of Key Stage 1, all children will be able to read and spell a range of high frequency words. 

Key Stage 2:

In KS2 spelling is taught in line with the 2014 National Curriculum framework, which outlines statutory requirements for years 3/4 and years 5/6. We use the Schofield and Sims scheme along with word lists that should be taught in the respective year groups, to aid the teaching of spelling. Taught spelling sessions appear at least three times a week in our KS2 classrooms. Children are provided with a spelling list which is tested on a weekly basis.

Spelling strategies
Below are some of the spelling strategies that are taught and used at St. Thomas’:

· Say, cover, write and check.

· Identifying syllables and breaking words down into smaller parts.

· Identifying base words. 

· Using known words to spell new words. 

· Mnemonics. 

· Making links between new words and their origins. 

· Use of dictionaries and electronic spell checkers. 

Homework

Children will be sent spellings home to learn, ready for a spelling test. However, St. Thomas’ recognises that spellings must be embedded and not just learnt for a test. 

Assessment

In KS1, children are assessed at the end of each phase during the Letters and Sounds programme before moving on to the next phase. 

Although regular spelling tests are used throughout the school, in KS2 the children also sit a termly spelling assessment (see school’s assessment policy). As part of the end of K2 testing, the children in Year 6 will undertake the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test. 

Inclusion and equal opportunities

It is part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Equality of opportunities is always observed with positive attitudes to spelling being irrespective of disability, gender, race, ethnic origin, culture, language or religion. 

It is our expectation that the vast majority of our children will achieve age-related expectations or beyond at the end of each year and key stage. However where necessary, teachers will differentiate the curriculum to ensure that all children are able to progress and succeed.  

Monitoring and Evaluation

Teaching staff monitor their pupils through observation, teacher assessment, marked work and testing. The subject leader will review the spelling policy in line with any National Curriculum developments. 

