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St Thomas of Canterbury 
Grammar and Punctuation Policy
St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School

Grammar and Punctuation Policy
Rationale
At St. Thomas of Canterbury RC Primary School, we commit to enabling every child to learn to speak well and to read and write with understanding and flair. As grammar is concerned with the way in which sentences are used in spoken language, in reading and in writing, we believe it is vital that children are explicitly taught grammar concepts so that they can distinguish the way in which we can communicate effectively for different purposes. Furthermore understanding the construction of sentences helps children to organise their ideas and to make sense of what they are trying to say. 

The purpose of punctuation is to clarify the meaning of texts. Readers use punctuation to help make sense of written texts while writers use punctuation to help communicate intended meaning to the reader.
Teaching and Learning 

Grammar and punctuation is taught as part of a planned whole school programme, following the requirements of the new National Curriculum 2014. 
Throughout the school, grammar concepts are taught in standalone lessons at least twice a week. However, learning terminology alone does not demonstrate thorough understanding. Therefore it is important that the children can transfer grammatical knowledge to their own written work.  
Teachers and supporting adults are consistently demonstrating the use of good spoken and written grammar not only in the classroom but also around school. These can and should be used to create a rich learning environment which displays appropriate and supportive examples of age-related grammar and punctuation concepts. 

Foundation Stage:

The accurate use of grammar in speech and writing is consistently modeled from the outset. Children learn the difference between numbers, letters and words. They learn what makes a simple ‘sentence’ and, through whole class and small group teaching, they are ‘exposed’ to a range of punctuation such as capital letters and full stops. 
Key Stage 1:
At Key Stage 1 the emphasis is on developing the childrens’ general awareness of language, both written and spoken. Pupils are encouraged to attempt more complex spoken language and to observe the use of punctuation in written texts as a pointer for pausing, intonation and as an aid to meaning. They recognize sentences, expect them to make sense and use basic sentence structure in their own writing. Some punctuation marks are used in context. More complex sentences are developed through the use of an increasing range of connectives. 
Key Stage 2:

In years 3 and 4, children start to explore how sentences are constructed. The emphasis here is not about grammatical labeling but on discovering their function. Explicit teaching of a wider range of grammar and punctuation marks occurs on a weekly basis and this learning is reflected in the children’s work. 
In years 5 and 6, this basic knowledge is extended through close reading and discussion of carefully chosen examples from a range of text types. In their writing children are encouraged to draw on this understanding to develop a sense of style, to experiment with the construction of complex sentences and to restructure sentences for clarity and effect. This will necessitate the use of a wider range of punctuation marks, including punctuation within a sentence. 

Assessment

Teachers assess the development of children’s grammar and punctuation through observed application in their spoken and written work. Opportunities to address any problems or misconceptions are provided through regular developmental and AfL marking. Summative assessments are taken at the end of every term – see assessment policy. Year 6 sit the statutory end of KS2 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar SAT exam. 
Inclusion and equal opportunities

It is part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Equality of opportunities is always observed irrespective of disability, gender, race, ethnic origin, culture, language or religion. 

It is our expectation that the vast majority of our children will achieve age-related expectations or beyond at the end of each year and key stage. However where necessary, teachers will differentiate the curriculum to ensure that all children are able to progress and succeed. Class teachers and teaching assistants may lead small intervention groups, grammar and punctuation targets may be used on individual education plans or pupil’s English targets may cover grammar and punctuation concepts. The class teacher will decide on the most appropriate way to address any individual problems or misconceptions. 
Monitoring and Evaluation

Teaching staff monitor their pupils through observation, teacher assessment, marked work and testing. The subject leader will review the grammar and punctuation policy in line with any National Curriculum developments. 

